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9th August 2020

Dear Parent/Guardian

Your child’s health and wellbeing

Is very important to us at this time. This has been a very stressful time for all in the community, and our young people may have struggled with the time out of school. We wish to welcome everyone back into our warm and welcoming school. We will be engaging in positive learning experiences and enjoying being together again in a safe way. Young people will be able to see their friends and share their experiences. We are happy about this opportunity for things to feel something like normal again, despite the changed circumstances and the challenges of the past few months. Registration teachers will be there on day one to welcome your child back to school, and Pastoral staff will be available by appointment.

If your child is in S5 or S6, we know that this has been a difficult SQA process this year, and we will be taking stock about where are students are up to including results, appeals, and coursing. I would ask that for week one we will need to consider everything carefully, but please do get in touch via the school office and email if you have a pressing concern. Please bear in mind that it will be exceptionally busy and we may need a day or two to respond in turn to enquiries. On appeals, we will be considering this as a staff on Monday and getting in touch for permission if an appeal is going ahead.

Back to school Information

I am happy to be contacting you directly to explain the local arrangements we are putting into place for school on Tuesday onwards. As you will be aware, up to this point information has come centrally via SBC, and indeed, most information you need is found here: 

www.scotborders.gov.uk/schoolreopening
Please read this through carefully – you will find information there about:

· Catering

· Transport

· FAQs of all kinds

· Equipment and Uniform

· All kind of Health and Safety advice

However we have put together some information that is specific to EYHS. As you read, please keep in mind the following

· In accordance with the Scottish Government guidance there is no requirement for any secondary pupils to socially distance from each other.
· However, it is sensible to put in place as much distancing as we can whilst still offering a full curriculum for all of our pupils.

· In particular, keeping distance from staff members is important. If a member of staff does need to be in closer contact for more than a brief period, then they will wear a mask.

In addition, we have a number of other measures in place:

Year Groups S1-3

· Each year group has been identified as a “bubble.” Therefore:

· S1-3 will be taught in their year group only.

· Areas for each year group to “socialise” have been identified both indoors and outdoors. 

· S1-3 will have different break and lunch arrangements to the rest of the school.

· S1-3 will enter the building through the main entrance only. 

· Exiting the building will now be done through multiple routes around the building. 

· Students can access the toilets for handwashing purposes before school, break, lunch and after school. We are trying to keep movement during lessons around school to a minimum. 

· There will also be access to disinfectant wipes and hand sanitiser in every classroom and at stations around the building.

· Students in S1-3 will be encouraged to go outside unless the weather is very wet. Therefore please ensure that your child has appropriate outer clothing that will keep them warm and dry.

· Parents are encouraged to make sure that their child has funds available on the Parent Pay system (this works with the Young Scot Card) to minimise the numbers accessing the ‘reval’ machines. It’s best if funds are added online.

· We will not be allocating lockers to the S1s for the first couple of weeks so that we can ensure that they are all in the same area. 

· Our enrichment programme will look different as we separate S1 and S2 pupils.

Year Groups S4-6

· These year groups inevitably are taught together at times, so also form a ‘bubble.’ Therefore: 

· We would like S4-6 to stay distant from staff and younger pupils at all times.

· S4-6 will have different break and lunch arrangements to the rest of the school. 

· Areas for each year group to “socialise” have been identified both indoors and outdoors. 

· S4-5 students must register at the start of every lesson – in ‘study’ periods they will register and be given a safe place to study.

· S6 students are encouraged to study in a safe fashion at the various study facilities around school.

· S4-6 will enter the building through the side entrance to the canteen. 

· Exiting the building will now be done through multiple routes around the building. 

· There will be access to disinfectant wipes and hand sanitiser in every classroom and at stations around the building.
· Parents are encouraged to make sure that their child has funds available on the Parent Pay system (this works with the Young Scot Card) to minimise the numbers accessing the ‘reval’ machines. It’s best if funds are added online.

· College students will not be attending college on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoons for the foreseeable future, however, work will be provided which can be accessed through their ‘Moodle’ system on the iPads. We would ask that college students stay at home if they can on these afternoons to avoid unnecessary movement around school. Some will need to use the library to study as they will need to access school transport. Likewise, on a Monday morning, Greenpower students should not attend until period 3 as the college tutor will not be able to visit.

Other Practical information for all

· In week 1 there will be no food available from the canteen before school or at break – please give your child something to eat if they wish to at these times. 

· A very limited choice of sandwich meals is available until the 31st August. These can be ordered in registration via the ‘Grab and Go’ system. The meal can be picked up in designated areas allocated to each year.

· If your child is off sick, it is essential that you inform the school office that they are off and why they are off. The absence line is 01890750464.
· You must avoid dropping off your young person in the school grounds – these are for staff, disabled users, and school transport ONLY. Please drop them off further away and allow them to walk in.

· Young people and staff have the choice to wear face coverings or not. The only exception to this is when a member of staff is working closely with your child for more than just a brief period.

· Please ensure that your child comes to school with their iPad fully updated and charged. We are aware that some S1 students have not got their IPads but we will rectify that ASAP. The iPads have been a fantastic resource during the lockdown, and will be much needed so we can avoid sharing too many physical resources. Show my Homework and TEAMS will remain the ways in which we communicate about work to compete, how we store resources and give feedback.

· Parents mustn’t visit the school without an appointment- face to face meetings will only be if essential.

Thank you for your ongoing support. As the lockdown continues to ease, we will be providing regular updates and information about our local arrangements here at Eyemouth High School. There will continue to be detailed information shared through the SBC website and this will be the main way of checking council-wide approaches. We have also worked on an alternative approach if it becomes necessary to revert to blended learning. We remain available to you at this time and will endeavour to support you and your child in any way we can. Please email any further questions to the address above.
Kind regards

Robin Chapman

Headteacher

Robin Chapman

Headteacher
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