	Mandatory content

	Illustrative examples of possible topics that could be covered

	American society in 1850

ESSAYS ONLY
	· Debate over the issue of ‘sectionalism’ 
· Economic similarities and differences between North and South 
· Social and cultural similarities and differences between North and South 
· Political and ideological similarities and differences between North and South 
· Role of slavery in the differences between North and South 

	Slavery in the antebellum period

ESSAYS AND SOURCE QUESTIONS

	
· Nature, extent and influence of the institution of slavery 
· Arguments in defence of and opposition to slavery 
· The abolitionist movement and its support in the North 
· Impact of the abolitionist movement on the South 

	The problem of territorial expansion

ESSAYS AND SOURCE QUESTIONS

	
· Study of the process whereby territories become states 
· Controversy over the admission of California 
· The Compromise of 1850 — its terms and consequences 
· Popular sovereignty and the fight over the Kansas–Nebraska Act of 1854 and its effects 
· Political impact of territorial expansion
· Collapse of the Whig Party and emergence of the Republican Party 
· The ‘slave power conspiracy’ 
· 1857 Supreme Court decision on Dred Scott 
· Increasing influence of the Southern wing of the Democratic Party 
· Significance of the 1858 mid-term Congressional elections and the Lincoln–Douglas debates 


	The 1860 election, secession and the outbreak of war

ESSAYS AND SOURCE QUESTIONS

	
· Election of 1860 and its significance
· Reasons for the failure to achieve compromise in 1860–61 
· Southern secession after the 1860 presidential election 
· Establishment of the Confederacy
· Lincoln’s inauguration and handling of the secession crisis 
· Outbreak of hostilities. 
· Assessment of the causes of the war 


	The military conflict

ESSAYS ONLY
	· The nature of the conflict and American society 
· Attitudes to manpower, the raising of armies and the issue of conscription 
· The impact of technology 
· An assessment of Union/Confederate advantages and weaknesses at the start of the war 
· The campaigns and the fighting 
· Strategy and tactics 
· Main theatres of war 
· The position of the Border States 
· Analysis of the conflict as a first modern war 
· The soldiers’ experience of war 
· What the soldiers fought for 
· Experience of combat and camp life 

	
The war at home and abroad

ESSAYS ONLY
	
· Differing approaches and efforts to finance the war of the North and South 
· Impact of the war on the economies of both North and South 
· Social impact of the war — a shared experience of North and South 
· Role of women in the conflict 
· Opposition to conscription 
· States’ rights in the South 
· International dimension 


	Leadership during the Civil War

ESSAYS AND SOURCE QUESTIONS

	
· Political leadership 
· Assessment of Lincoln’s Presidency, his relations with politicians, generals and the public 
· Assessment of Davis’ Presidency, his relations with politicians, generals and the public 
· Opposition to the war, North and South, and the issue of States’ rights in the South 
· Military leadership, an assessment of Grant and Lee’s military leadership during the Civil War 


	The Emancipation Proclamation and its consequences

ESSAYS AND SOURCE QUESTIONS

	
· Emergence of Lincoln’s policy 
· Immediate and long-term consequences of the proclamations 
· Presidential justification for the proclamation 
· African-American war effort and the Southern reaction to this 
·  International reaction 
· Assessment of the position of Blacks by 1865 


	The election of 1864

ESSAYS ONLY
	
· Significance of military events on the course of the election 
· Divisions within both the Republican and Democratic parties 
· The platforms of the candidates 
· Debate over the issue of Reconstruction 
· Analysis of the nature of the 1864 election campaign 
· Significance of the 1864 voting patterns 
· Outcome of the election 


	Reasons for Northern victory and Southern defeat

ESSAYS AND SOURCE QUESTIONS


	
· Economic: finance, industrial capacity, transport 
· Military: manpower, strategy, generalship 
· Political: leadership, States’ rights, international diplomacy 
· Social: morale, home front



