Eyemouth High wins top prize
[bookmark: _GoBack]
At the end of the summer holidays this year, Eyemouth High School’s allotment was judged as part of Eyemouth Enhancement’s entry in the Beautiful Scotland Competition. Eyemouth joined the awards ceremony in the Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh where we are proud and delighted to report that the Eyemouth group were judged as a gold medal winner and were awarded not one, but two trophies. They won the Jim Murdie Award for Sustainability and the Young People Award for demonstrating the most effective involvement by young people. 

The Beautiful Scotland competition is a great way to encourage and inspire not just our students but our community to take a real interest in environmental wellbeing. Beautiful Scotland has been running for almost 60 years and we are very fortunate to be so well associated. 

Eyemouth’s horticultural team worked tirelessly to achieve these amazing outcomes including planting over 1000 daffodils and tulips and alongside the Rotary, organised regular litter pick-ups in the local community. The hard work has rightfully paid off as the judges' comments on Eyemouth’s terrific progress is nothing short of deserving. “There is a strong sense of community in Eyemouth, and a real feeling that people are working together in a planned and co-ordinated way to make long term sustainable improvements, both within the town and the marine environment. Eyemouth Enhancement Group is central to this change, and is working with others across the community, involving people of all ages and all abilities.” 

Furthermore, they stated, “The Rotary Club of Eyemouth has an impressive, reclaimed boat and a new seat made from reclaimed wood from Storm Arwen. Perhaps review the planting in the boat for another year.” 

Additionally, it is heartwarming to see just how thrilled the judges were with the facilities at the school as they state, “Eyemouth High School Allotment site was impressive. Katherine Lymer, Johnathon Wilson and Rowena Blair lead on horticulture classes, and there is a hut for indoor working when the weather is poor. Plants are propagated in the large greenhouse, which boasts its own propagator, heater and automated water system.” Such an amazing achievement may never have been awarded if it weren’t for the astounding commitment and determination of all involved, from students to staff, reaching out into community volunteers and for that we thank and congratulate you all. 

By Ava Nottingham
