	[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Name: MEDIA STUDIES
	Course Level: National 5

	Course Outline 

	
The course covers the study of a variety of media texts (we focus on magazines, adverts and films). We study films for section 1 of the exam paper. We usually use films such as Shawshank Redemption, Back to the Future, Top Gun and Skyfall.

We study magazine covers for section 2 of the exam paper.

For the assignment, we create a three page magazine sample on a topic of personal choice and then write a very detailed analysis and evaluation of the creation process justifying every production decision.


	Course Assessment Components and Weightings

	
The National 5 course is split into two components: 

Component 1: Exam Paper 50% of overall grade
Two hour paper 60 marks
Analysing Media Content
Analysing Media Context
Role of Media In Society

Component 2: Assignment 50% 0f overall grade
Completed in class before Christmas 
Creating Media Content
Planning and Research
Production Processes
Evaluation
Application of key aspects of media literacy


	Recommended Revision Resources

	
Having a good knowledge of films will help so watching lots of films that use a variety of techniques in their production will provide a good foundation for study.

Looking at various examples of magazines from a range of genres will also help give a base knowledge of magazine layouts, language and production choices.

We work on the assignment during class time but you will be able to use the computers at lunch time catch up sessions should you fall behind on your deadlines.

Previous SQA Media Studies N5 Exam Papers can be found on the SQA website.



	Self-Study Expectations 

There is a lot content to learn for the exam which will involve the use of flash cards, posters and revision mats. We would recommend an hour a week from November to April.

Students must keep themselves on track with the assignment and will be expected to catch up should they miss lessons. These are essential and if a lesson is missed it has a direct impact on attainment. 


	Assessment Deadlines (if applicable and  known) 

	Assignment must be completed before December holiday. 
Prelim exam will be in January/February as part of the whole school exam timetable
Final exam is normally April and details will be published on SQA website

	Progression Opportunities

	




