	Course Name: German
	Course Level: National 5

	
The ability to use language effectively lies at the centre of thinking and learning. The National 5 German course allows candidates to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the language gained in S3, as well as further improving their literacy skills. Candidates reflect, communicate and develop ideas through the target language, and enhance their understanding of how language works. The course provides candidates with the opportunity to build upon their skills in reading, listening, talking and writing, which are essential for learning, for work and for life. The course covers the four contexts of society, learning, employability and culture. Within each context, the following topics may be covered:

Society: Friendship, free time, technology, mobile phones, healthy lifestyle, town and country, home area.
Learning: School subjects, describing my school, preparing for exams, foreign languages.
Employability: Future plans, jobs, careers, advice, part-time jobs, work experience.
Culture: Holidays, taking a gap year, festivals, film.


	Course Assessment Components and Weightings

	
Component 1: Reading (External Exam, Question Paper 1, 3 texts worth 10 marks each – 1 hour 30 mins.) Weighting: 25%

Component 2: Job Application (External Exam, Question Paper 1, 4 predictable and 2 unpredictable bullet points – 1 hour 30 mins.) Weighting: 12.5%

Component 3: Listening (External Exam, Question Paper 2, 1 monologue, 1 dialogue, both heard 3 times – 30 mins approx.) Weighting: 25%

Component 4: Writing Assignment (Completed in class under exam conditions. Candidates will write two drafts of an essay. Time will be given in class to work on improving the first draft. The second, and final, draft will be submitted to the SQA for marking.) Weighting: 12.5%

Component 5: Talking Performance (Completed in school with the class teacher, consists of a presentation and conversation – 6-8 minutes in total.) Weighting: 25%


	Recommended Revision Resources

	
1. BrightRED CfE National 5 German Study Guide.
2. brightredbooks.net/subjects/  BrightRED Digital Zone – interactive online resource.
3. How to Pass National 5 German Study Guide by Kirstin Herbst-Gray.
4. SCHOLAR website (Heriot Watt University). This is accessible through the GLOW Launch Pad. (Reading, writing and listening.)
5. SQA website: Past Papers section. (Reading, translation, directed writing and listening.)
6. Reading texts based on the contexts.
7. Listening Revision booklet
8. Sentence builders and parallel texts.
9. Attending lunchtime or after school talking practice. (By appointment)
10. tagesschau in Einfacher Sprache | tagesschau.de (German news bulletin aimed at non-native speakers)
11. LEARN GERMAN | DW Learn German Free online German courses
12. deutsch-to-go.de - Kurze Hörtexte für zwischendurch ...  (Listening texts with accompanying exercises)
13.   National 5 German - BBC Bitesize (Videos with subtitles)
14. Easy German videos on YouTube for extra listening practice.
15. Films and series in German on Netflix for extra listening practice.
16. Quizlet.


	Self-Study Expectations 

	Students will be set a minimum of one self-study task each week. Tasks may vary but will include:

1. Reading comprehension tasks.
2. Writing tasks.
3. Vocabulary revision.
4. Preparing responses to talking questions.

Students are encouraged to stream programmes in German with either German or English subtitles, and to watch German news bulletins and language videos on YouTube for extra listening practice. If possible, students should have a German dictionary for use at home. (Collins Concise German dictionary is the ideal size. Used copies are available to buy relatively cheaply online. It may also be possible to lend students a dictionary for the year.)


	Assessment Deadlines (if applicable and known) 

· The prelim will take place in January 2025. The skills of reading, writing and listening will be assessed in the prelim.
· The Writing Assignment will be completed in February 2025.
· The Talking Performance will take place in March 2025.
· The main SQA exam will be in April/May 2025.


	Progression Opportunities

	
If a grade A or B is achieved at National 5, students may progress onto Higher.



