	Course Name: Biology
	Course Level: National 4


	Course Outline – 


	The National 4 Biology Course is split into three primary units which are: 

Cell Biology
· Cell Structure
· DNA and the production of proteins
· Therapeutic uses of cells
· Enzymes
· Properties of microorganisms
· Photosynthesis
· Respiration
· Controversial biology

Multicellular Organisms 
· Reproduction
· Plant propagation
· Commercial uses of plants
· Genetics
· Growth and development
· Homeostasis

Life on Earth 
· Ecosystems
· Impact of human growth
· Nitrogen cycle
· Fertilisers
· Adaptations
· Animal behaviour

In addition to this, students will also develop their scientific inquiry skills through practical techniques and their assignment:

Added Value Unit: Biology Assignment 
 
In this unit, learners will draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the other units, and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in unfamiliar contexts and/or integrated ways.


	Course Assessment Components and Weightings

The course assessment has three components:

Individual Unit Assessments
All units are assessed separately and are completed in school, under examination conditions. There is no final exam.

Added Value Unit
Students will complete their assignment research and presentation during class time over a series of lessons.

Learning Outcome 1
Students will complete their experiment and analysis of results during class time over a series of lessons.


	Recommended Revision Resources


	In order to be successful in National 4 Biology, the attendance of all lessons is crucial along with further study at home. The following is available to students to aid their study: 

1. All students are given access on Showbie to PowerPoints, knowledge organisers, glossaries, past papers, mind maps, digital quizzes, a problem-solving booklet and a learning log which is regularly updated and details the student’s areas of weakness as we progress through the year
2. Access to yearly timeline for National Biology to provide test dates and unit expectations
3. Completing of exam questions from SQA past papers website 
4. Attending lunchtime revision classes on Wednesdays
5. Attending after school revision classes on Wednesdays
6. Accessing Achieve App for revision flashcards and quizzes

	Self-Study Expectations 


	Students taking National 4 Biology would be expected as a minimum to complete 45 mins of self-study at home per week. Tasks set by the teacher will vary and could include; 

· Completion of flashcards for units
· Exam style questions in homework booklets
· Revision for unit assessments 



	Assessment Deadlines (if applicable and known) 

	
· Students will be assessed in class at the end of every unit, in class
· Added Value Unit write up (date TBC)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Learning Outcome 1 write up (date TBC)


	Progression Opportunities

	If a strong pass is achieved at National 4 then students may progress onto National 5 Biology. Students could also progress onto National 5 Skills for Work: Laboratory Science.



