	Course Name: Biology
	Course Level: National 5


	Course Outline – 


	The National 5 Biology Course is split into three primary units which are: 

Cell Biology
· Cell structure
· Transport across cell membranes
· DNA and the production of proteins
· Proteins
· Genetic engineering
· Respiration

Multicellular Organisms 
· Producing new cells
· Control and communication
· Reproduction
· Variation and Inheritance
· Transport systems
· Absorption of materials

Life on Earth 
· Ecosystems
· Distribution of organisms
· Photosynthesis
· Energy in ecosystems
· Food production
· Evolution of species

In addition to this, students will also develop their scientific inquiry skills through practical techniques and their assignment:

Practical Techniques
· Measuring enzyme activity
· Using a respirometer
· Measuring transpiration using a potometer
· Measuring abiotic factors
· Measuring the distribution of a species
· Using a transect line
· Measuring the rate of photosynthesis

National 5 Biology Assignment
· The purpose of the assignment is to assess the application of skills of scientific inquiry and related biology knowledge and understanding
· This component allows assessment of skills which cannot be assessed through the question paper; for example, the handling and processing of data gathered as a result of experimental work/fieldwork, and research skills.



	Course Assessment Components and Weightings

The course assessment has two components:

End of year Exam – 100 marks (2 hours 30 mins):
· Paper 1 – Multiple choice paper – 20 marks 
· Paper 2 – Structured and extended response paper – 75 marks 

Assignment – 20 marks (8 hours maximum)
· Research stage – 6 hours 30 mins – under some supervision
· Report stage – 1 hour 30 mins – high degree of supervision and control

	Recommended Revision Resources


	In order to be successful in National 5 Biology, the attendance of all lessons is crucial along with further study at home. The following is available to students to aid their study: 

1. All students are given access to PowerPoints, knowledge organisers, glossaries, past papers, mind maps, digital quizzes and a problem-solving booklet on Showbie. Students also maintain a learning log which is regularly updated and details the student’s areas of weakness as we progress through the year.
2. Access to yearly timeline for National Biology to provide test dates and unit expectations
3. Completing of Exam Questions from SQA Past Papers Website 
4. Attending lunchtime revision classes on Wednesdays
5. Attending after school revision classes on Wednesdays
6. Accessing Achieve App for revision flashcards and quizzes. 

	Self-Study Expectations 


	Students taking National 5 Biology would be expected as a minimum to complete one hour of self-study at home per week. Weekly homework tasks will be set on Showbie which may include;

· Completion of flashcards for units
· Exam style questions in homework booklets
· Revision for unit assessments 

	Assessment Deadlines (if applicable and known) 

	· Pupils should expect a half unit assessment every 4 weeks. 
· Prelim 1 will be on Units 1 and 3 in January 2025 (date TBC)
· Assignment Write-up will be in February 2025 (date TBC)
· Prelim 2 will be on Unit 2 in March 2025 (date TBC) 
· SQA Exam of Paper 1 and 2 will be April/May 2025 (date TBC)

	Progression Opportunities

	· If a grade A or B is achieved at National 5 then students may progress onto Higher Biology.



