	Course Name: Biology
	Course Level: Higher

	Course Outline – Please include just a few sentences to explain what the course is about

	Higher Biology consists of the following 3 units and a practical assignment

Unit 1, DNA and the Genome
1 The structure of DNA; 2 Replication of DNA;  3 Gene expression;  4 Cellular differentiation;  5 The structure of the genome;  6 Mutations;  7 Evolution;   8 Genomic sequencing

Unit 2, Metabolism and Survival
1 Metabolic pathways; 2 Cellular respiration;  3 Metabolic rate;  4 Metabolism in conformers and regulators;  5 Metabolism and adverse conditions;  6 Environmental control of metabolism;  7 Genetic control of metabolism

Unit 3, Sustainability and Interdependence
1 Food supply, plant growth and productivity; 2 Plant and animal breeding; 3 Crop protection;  4 Animal welfare;  5 Symbiosis;  6 Social behaviour;  7 Components of biodiversity;  8 Threats to biodiversity

An A or B pass in National 5 Biology is essential for this course.


	Course Assessment Components and Weightings

	
At the end of the course you will sit an exam and have completed an assignment.

The exam will last 3 hours and be made up of two papers. 

	Section 1 has 25 multiple choice questions and will last 40 minutes. 
	Section 2 is worth 95 marks and will last 2 hours 20 minutes

The assignment will be carried out in class, externally marked and will be worth 20 marks – this is scaled to 30 marks so is worth 20% of the overall course award. It comprises of a 6 hour research and preparation stage and a formal 2 hour write up under exam conditions.


	Recommended Revision Resources

	
In order to be successful in Higher Biology, the attendance of all lessons is crucial along with further study at home. The following is greatly recommended. 
· Students are given a Knowledge Organiser (summary notes) for each Unit. They also have access to the How to Pass Higher Biology text book. Students are encouraged to make their own flashcards using the course support notes and with glossaries.
· There are premade digital flashcards tailored to the course specification on the digital platforms, Quizlet and Knowt (both on eyhsbiology). These sets broken down into individual Key Areas and whole Units.
· All the current SQA papers are available in digital format where each question is hyperlinked to the relevant part of the mark scheme. In addition, each paper is broken down into Key Areas so students can easily focus on their weaker areas.
· Students have access to the digital platform hosted by Heriot-Watt University, Scholar, which has many interactive revision activities.
· On YouTube, Mr Mitchel has a series of tutorials covering every Key Area.
· BBC Bitesize covers the course content.
· There is a wide range of revision resources on Showbie and a learning log which is regularly updated and details the student’s areas of weakness as we progress through the year.
· There will be lunchtime revision sessions on offer. After school sessions will also be available later in the year. 

	Self-Study Expectations 

	 
Students would be expected to complete a minimum of one hour per week of self-study at home.  Tasks set by the teacher may include practising past paper questions, completion of flashcards or mind maps for units and revision for half unit and unit assessments.

	Assessment Deadlines (if applicable and known) 

	
Late August – Unit 1 assessment, part 1
Late September – Unit 1 assessment, part 2
Early November – Unit 2 assessment, part 1
Mid December – Unit 2 assessment, part 2
Late January – Prelim
Early March – Unit 3 assessment part 1
Late March – Supplementary Prelim


	Progression Opportunities

	If a grade A or B is achieved at Higher then students may progress onto Advanced Higher Biology.




