	Course Name: DRAMA
	Course Level: HIGHER

	Course Outline – Please include just a few sentences to explain what the course is about

	Students develop their performance skills in acting or design through practical exercises, workshops and research.  Acting students need to research and fully develop characters for TWO extracts of approximately 10minutes in length.  Design students select a text and then need to fully research the play in order to create a concept which they will design a set for the whole play and also choose a secondary design role to support their overall concept.
Two essays and one set of questions are required for the written exam.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PLEASE NOTE:  As part of the course, students are required to visit the theatre to see a play which could be written about in Section 3 of the exam.  The school will pay for this trip as it is part of the curriculum.

	Course Assessment Components and Weightings

	PERFORMANCE EXAM (Acting or Design):  60%
WRITTEN EXAM:  40%

The acting exam is performed to an external examiner and is cross marked with the Drama teacher.  An audience of S3 students will be present to watch the final exams.

The design exam requires the student to present their ideas (usually in folio form) to the examiner in a 20minute presentation.  The practical element they have designed also needs to be demonstrated to the examiner.


	Recommended Revision Resources

	
In Drama, students will find all their revision resources on TEAMS.  There are recordings of performances for both sections of the written exam.  TEAMS will also be used to remind students of deadlines and final course assessments.  Performance materials including scripts will also be saved in the FILES section of TEAMS.

On-line resources include; 
www.bbcbitesize.co.uk
Drama online (log in details on TEAMS)


	Self-Study Expectations 

	Students are expected to be learning lines and rehearsing extracts at home.  Designers are expected to be working on their concept either practically or by doing research to develop their ideas.

	Assessment Deadlines (if applicable and  known) 

	PERFORMANCE PRELIM:  November – Acting students are expected to perform their extract to performance standard without scripts.   Design students will be required to present three mood boards that demonstrate their research and initial design ideas including production meeting notes.
WRITTEN PRELIM:  January – this is likely to be SECTION 2 of the written exam only (TBC)

FINAL PERFORMANCE EXAM:  The window for the visiting examiner opens mid-February – the exam is likely to take place the third or fourth week of March (TBC)
FINAL WRITTEN EXAM:  May diet

	Progression Opportunities

	ADVANCED HIGHER DRAMA
NPA MUSICAL THEATRE
NPA PROFESSIONAL THEATRE PREPARATION
NPA TECHNICAL THEATRE IN PRACTICE



