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4th February 2026

Dear Parent/Carer

Choosing courses to study in S4

We are beginning the process of supporting your young person in making their choices to study in S4, and to an extent, the direction their studies will go in for the rest of their time at school. It is important, therefore, that we work together to help your young person to choose. 

There are a number of ways for you and your young person to engage in this process:

· This week, your young person will be issued with the S4 course choice sheet, and receive a short presentation from each PT about the subjects on offer in each faculty, as well as considering college options in S4 as well
· There is online information available about each subject on offer on our website.
· A School Report has been issued to your young person, with detailed information about progress.
· Once your child has received their Senior Phase Choices interview and spoken to their Pastoral teacher, we will ask them to give their choices in – please sign the sheet to give your agreement. Any further queries for Pastoral staff can be highlighted through the Pastoral Self-Referral form which is on our school website. Self-referral form.
· Please see this presentation about making options in S3 – see the S4 Options Presentation at the bottom.
· On Thursday 5th March, from 4pm to 7pm, we will be hosting over 50 different education providers, employers and businesses at our Careers and Volunteering Fair in the main body of the school and the Assembly Hall. This is a great opportunity to discuss different vocations and pathways with the contributors who are there. 
· We will be starting interviews with Pastoral teachers soon after this for each young person – they should arrive with a course choice sheet which has been signed off by you.
· There is an S3 Parents’ Night on Thursday 12 March – there will be a chance to talk to subject staff about current progress and options. This will start at 5:30pm. 
· If your young person is interested in a Borders College Schools Academy place on Fridays, then they just apply online by Thursday 26th March - Borders College Schools Academy | Borders College.
· Your young person will be able to request an interview with their Pastoral teacher if they wish to discuss their options further. They will also receive an appointment to see Gillian Millar, our Skills Development Scotland Careers Advisor.

Your young person’s final S4 course choices will be entered by Pastoral Staff.


Kind Regards
[image: A signature on a white background  Description automatically generated]
Mr Chapman
Headteacher
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