S2 English Homework Booklet

Remember:

. Choose two tasks from the booklet at the beginning of each month.

. Complete both tasks throughout the month.  Do not leave it until the last minute.

. Get a parent or guardian to sign the box on the sheet at the back of the booklet.

You will merits for any extension work undertaken.

1) Personal Reading

Choose a book that you enjoyed reading.  Select a passage which you think is particularly interesting. Your task will be to read the passage aloud to a small group.  You should pay attention to pace, tone and projecting your voice.  Use the punctuation as a guide; it will give you clues as to how the text should be read.

Extension:  Prepare a written review of the book you have chosen.

2) Use a good dictionary to find out what the different star signs mean.   You may need to visit the school library to do this task.




Extension: Write your own horoscope.  
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Graphic Novels
Graphic novels can be an exciting way of turning a familiar story into something new and exciting.  Choose a story you remember from childhood e.g. a fairytale.  Now turn it into a short graphic novel. Remember you will have to include both pictures and speech.

Extension: Borrow a graphic novel from the library, read it and then produce a poster to advertise it in the library.

4) Likes and Dislikes
Make a list of 25 things you like and 25 things you dislike.  Now choose one from either list and produce a short piece of writing explaining why you feel this way.

Extension:  Write a letter to the local paper about one of the things on your list.

5) Creative Writing

Write in any way you wish using the title “Alone”.

Extension: Illustrate your writing.

6) Your Life in a Carrier Bag!
Take a carrier bag and walk around your house putting things into the bag that mean something to you or say something about you.  For example, if you are a vegetarian, you might bring a carrot, if you have a favourite toy from when you were younger, bring that.  You should come prepared to show the contents of your bag to a small group and explain why you brought in each thing.  

Extension: Write in any way you wish about one of the objects in your bag.

7) Reading Diary
Keep a reading diary for a month. In it, make a note of everything you read: title, author, genre and a brief note of what it was about.  At the end of the month, use it to review your reading habits. Do you read the same types of books all the time? Could you be challenging yourself more?

Extension:  Read something you would never normally consider.  Perhaps something from a different genre, a classic or something a friend has recommended

9) Diary Writing
Keep a diary for the month ahead. Use it to record anything which crosses your mind; your thoughts on your day, your feelings about things that have happened, your opinions on any interesting issues which have come up.

Extension:  Use an incident from your diary as the basis for a short story or a poem.

10) Library Letter

Write a letter to Mrs Renstead.  In it, you should try to convince her to buy a new book of your choice for the library. You should be as persuasive as possible. 

12) Room 101
What do you really hate? What would you get rid of if you had the chance?  Tell us in either a written persuasive piece or a short talk.
Extension: Find an article in a newspaper in which the writer gives his/her opinion on something.  Summarise the article in your own words. You should aim to reduce the article by about two thirds.
13) The Labours of Heracles

Use the library or the internet to find out about the labour of Heracles. Use the information to illustrate the boxes below.
	
	
	

	The lion with the invulnerable skin
	The Hydra
	The deer with the golden hooves

	
	
	

	The giant boar
	The mad Cretan bull
	The stables of King Augeas

	
	
	

	The cranes with the bronze feathers
	The man-eating mares
	The Amazon Queen’s belt

	
	
	

	The cattle of Geryon, the three bodied man
	The apples of the Hesperides
	Cerberus, the three-headed dog from Hell
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14) Film of the Decade Award
Choose your nominee for film of the decade and write a persuasive piece, explaining why it deserves such an accolade.  Try to focus on aspects such as character, setting, film technique rather than just plot.

Extension:  Write a script for the opening scene of the sequel to the film you have chosen.
15) Write a letter to your favourite author
Tell the author why you liked the book, how they could change it to make it even better, what you think of the characters and whether or not you thought the ending was good. You can also include any other points that you think would be important. 

Extension: Imagine your author is only visiting one school in the UK. Prepare a presentation that you would give to the author inviting them to come into the school. You will need to use persuasive techniques and sell Eyemouth High school as the one and only choice. 

16) Ad campaign
You are going to launch a new type of chocolate bar. Decide on the name of it, what it is made of and what makes it unique. Who do you think will be the target audience for your ad? You will need to design an advertisement for a magazine which would advertise your new product. Remember you are trying to sell this new product and make it seem better than any other product on the market.
Extension: Prepare a sales pitch that you would give the owners of your local sweet shop. You want them to carry your new chocolate bar but how are you going to do this?

17) Write any way you want
Find an interesting picture that you could use as inspiration for a piece of writing. Print out the picture and stick it in your jotter. After looking at the picture, you can write a personal essay, a piece of imaginative writing, an article for a magazine or a newspaper, a blog a diary or a poem/song. 

18) Change in perspective/ A day in the life

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to a fly on a wall? A paperclip holding important documents together? A seat in an aeroplane? Choose any object that you want and write a story from his/her/its point of view. Make sure you explore how he/she/it feels about his/her/its life and existence. 

19) Newspaper article
Find an article from a newspaper which you find interesting. Complete the following activities:

1. Summarise the article’s main points. 

2. Who was involved?

3. What happened?

4. When did it happen?

5. Why did it happen?

6. Where did it happen?

7. Find 3 examples of interesting word choice from the article and look them up in a dictionary. Then write a sentence which shows the meaning of the word. 

8. Draw a picture of what the article makes you think of?

Extension: Write the follow up article that would appear in the next day’s paper. Choose one element from the original article as a starting point for your new article. 

20) Famous first lines…
Choose one of the following first lines of a novel, and write what comes next. 

“I found him in the garage on a Sunday afternoon.”

“When I wake up, the other side of the bed is cold.”

“They’ve gone now, and I’m alone at last.”

“Everyone thinks it was because of the snow.”

21) Film review
Watch a film and write a review about it that could be posted in a magazine or on a website. Your review should contain the following: 

Introduction: this gives an overview of who is in the film and what it's about. It also sums up the reviewer's conclusion about the film (so readers can form an opinion without reading the whole of the review)

Paragraph 2: the reviewer then describes the plot and the action, while informing the reader which actor plays which role.

Paragraph 3: the reviewer then analyses the film, talking about the director and then the actors, looking at good things as well as bad things.

Finally: the review informs the reader when the film is out (and sometimes, in a local review, where it can be seen).
22) Famous Person
If you could meet one famous person, who would it be and why? Write a detailed response outlining the reasons why you would choose this person over any other person. Make sure you have a t least 4 reasons which are fully explained. 

Extension: Write an account of the meeting. You could use direct speech, a diary entry, a play script or a short story to capture what happened.
23) Choose a textbook (math, history, etc.) Pick a page number & turn to that page in your book.  Then, the write a free-verse poem, using one line from that page in the text as your inspiration.

24) Find 10 synonyms for the word BAD.  Use each in a sentence that uses the word correctly to show the meaning of the word and the intensity behind.
Extension: Choose another commonly used word and find 5 alternatives. Write a paragraph using these words and see if I can guess what the word is. 

25) Look up the following words in a dictionary and then each one of them in a sentence:

Pertinent

Essence

Catalyst

Cacophony

Daunting

Odious

Jovial

Charismatic

Plausible

Vulnerable

26) Watch the news. Summarise the top 3 stories in the broadcast. Make sure your summary covers the main points and mentions the 5ws.
Extension: Find a newspaper from the same day. Read the front page. Are the stories the same as the news broadcast? If not, what type of stories are there? Which one is more informative and why?
27) Write an analysis of your favourite scene from one of your favourite films. Make sure you talk about shots, angles, mise en scene and the effect this has one the audience.

Extension:  If you were to change anything about the scene, what would it be and why? 

28) Parents are our first and most important teachers. Describe  a valuable lesson you learned from one of your parents.

29) Review an announcement section in a newspaper. (obituary, birth, or a marriage). Choose one of the people mentioned and tell the story behind it.

30)Create a how-to manual for something you can do well (make a craft, bake cookies, restring a guitar, apply make up, etc.). Describe the process so that someone else could complete the task based on your directions. Use present tense verbs.
Extension: Prepare an illustrated manual (step by step guide) to accompany your instructions.
31)Find a favourite quote. Make a poster which illustrates the meaning behind the quote. Make sure the quote is on there somewhere and that the illustration matches.



32) You’re a talk show host. Pick two guests. Why did you choose them? Are they people who get along, or people with vastly different viewpoints? Write about the script of the episode.
33) “What you don’t know what hurt you.” Write a story that begins with this statement.

34) Make a soundtrack for your life so far. List songs that describe you or different times of your life. (Make the actual soundtrack on Spotify, etc. too!)

35) Convince the reader why your school should or should not have a school uniform. Make sure you have at least three paragraphs and try to use as many persuasive techniques as you can.

