NATIONAL 5 DRAMA
Revision Questions

SECTION 1 – 10 marks

1.  Consider a performance you have taken part in during the course as an actor.  Describe the message/theme that you wanted to get across to an audience and what emotions you wanted the audience to feel.

4 marks
2a.   What was the overall mood/atmosphere of your drama? 












1 mark

2b.  How did your group create this mood/atmosphere through theatre arts and/or performance concepts?












5 marks

MARKING INSTRUCTIONS

1. 1 mark given for identifying a message or theme.  3 marks given for describing a range of emotions an audience would feel watching the performance.
2a.  1 mark given for identifying the mood/atmosphere.
2b.  For 5 marks the candidate must explain in detail, how the mood and atmosphere was created.  They may discuss lighting, set, props, costume, staging, tension, use of voice/movement, proxemics.  For 5 marks, they must demonstrate correct drama vocabulary.
EXAMPLE ANSWERS

1.  The theme of our drama was family relationships, we wanted to get the message across that all families are different and people need to communicate in life to be understood otherwise tragedy can occur.  During the play the eldest daughter dies and so one of the emotions we wanted the audience to feel was real sympathy for the other members of the family.  The audience would be able to relate to how sad this would be as we all have some family we are close too.  Another emotion we wanted the audience to feel was anger at how selfish the brother in the family was by taking drugs giving his parents more to worry about when they were still devastated by the loss of their daughter.  Finally, we wanted the audience to feel shocked by the sudden death of the daughter as the play starts off with a bit of humour as the family enjoy a typical morning breakfast together, so the contrast of emotions and atmosphere would be quite shocking.  

2. The overall mood/atmosphere of our drama was sadness as it dealt with difficult relationships and death
2b.  In order to create this atmosphere we used several theatre arts.  The lighting we used in the opening scene was a general wash level 10 to create a happy atmosphere, however, when the daughter died, we used a blue gels on Fresnel spotlights in order to reflect the sad mood.  We used pre recorded SFX sound by selecting The Frays, ‘How to Save A life’, to emphasise the grief felt by the family and their feelings of being unable to help their daughter.  We used set props by placing a gravestone centre stage at the very beginning of the play so that the feeling of sadness was instantly created, even though scene one then went on to use humour, it was already in the audiences mind that something sad would happen.  We decided on avenue staging so that the audience could see each other on either side and therefore generate more emotion when they saw how other audience members were reacting to the action.  We also decided that the use of monologues would help create the mood of sadness.  Each character explained how the death of the daughter had affected them and this gave the audience an insight into the characters emotions, helping them to relate to the characters and feel sympathy and sadness for them.
