Chapter three 

Plot 
Slim gives Lennie one of his pups. George tells Slim the story of Weed. Lennie wanted to touch a girl’s red dress because he likes to touch soft things. She was scared and started to scream. Lennie was scared and wouldn’t let go. They ahead to run because the men wanted to lynch Lennie. Candy agrees to let Carlson shoot his old dog. Candy overhears George talking to Lennie about their dream. Candy wants to Join them. He offers to put money in, instantly turning the dream into a more realistic prospect. Curley starts picking a fight with Lennie again.  He breaks Lennie’s nose and Lennie doesn’t defend himself. George tells Lennie to “get him”. Lennie crushes Curley’s hand. The men all agree that they will say he hurt his hand in an accident. 

Character

Candy 
His dog is his only friend so he is reluctant to let him go
Fears his own fate – linked to his dog’s. 

Slim
Clearly in charge among the men
Candy only accepts his dog’s demise when Slim says it should happen.


Curley
Aggressive
Picks on Lennie to reassert his power because he thinks Lennie is weak.

 Lennie
The incident in Weed
Lennie’s frightening and uncontrollable strength is shown here.
His utter dependence on George – he only fights back after George tells him to.
His childishness – love of the puppy and irresponsible treatment of it. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Literary techniques

Foreshadowing 
· The girl in the red dress in Weed is clearly linked to Curley’s wife. 
· The old dog being shot foreshadows Candy’s potential future and the end of the novel. 


Themes
Loneliness and friendship – Candy is lonely with only his dog for company. He fears being alone. George reveals he stays with Lennie because he too fears being alone. Both men recognise that people need company to keep them healthy.

Dreams – George’s telling of the dream is almost like a fairytale. He tells it to Lennie to comfort him but he doesn’t believe it. However, when Candy’s offer of money happens, George is amazed to realise it might happen: “I bet we could swing her!”




Key quotations 


Slim to George: “Funny how you and him string along together.”

“I ain’t got no people. I seen the guys that go around the ranches alone. That ain’t no good. That ain’t no fun. After a long time they get mean. They get wantin’ to fight all the time.”

“He seen this girl in a red dress. Dumb bastard he is, he just likes to touch everything he likes. So he reaches out to feel this red dress and the girl lets out a squawk.”

“That dog ain’t no  good to himself. I wisht somebody’d shoot me if I was old and a cripple.”

“Slim’s opinions were law.”

“She’s gonna make a mess. There’s gonna be a bad mess about her. She’s a jail bait all set on the trigger.” 
“You see what they did to my dog tonight? When they can me here I wish somebody would shoot me.”
“Curley was white and shrunken by now, and his struggling had become weak. He stood crying, his fist lost in Lennie’s paw.”
