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Definition of Melodrama -  A sensational piece of Drama that includes lots

                                                of Music and exaggerated characters, designed  

                                               to appeal to the emotions of the audience.
‘MELO = MUSIC   DRAME = DRAMA”

	
	What are the typical features of ‘MELODRAMA’?

	1
	First performed at the turn of the 19th Century

	2.
	Contains A LOT of music

	3.
	Performed in an exaggerated, over the top manner

	4.
	Contains SIX (or more) STOCK CHARACTERS (The villain, the hero, the damsel in distress/heroine, the villains sidekick, village idiot, the gossip/meddler)

	5.
	Simplistic plot

	6.
	Good conquers evil

	7.
	Play for the working classes

	8.
	Villains tend to be rich and powerful, heroes the underdog

	9.
	Elaborate settings

	10.
	Use of asides (private jokes with the audience)




	VOICE VOCABULARY
	DEFINITION

	TONE
	The emotion of the voice

	PACE
	How fast or slow you speak

	PITCH
	How high or low you speak

	PAUSE
	To create dramatic effect

	CLARITY
	To ensure an audience can understand you

	ACCENT
	To show where your character comes from

	ARTICULATION
	The clear pronunciations of your words
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	MOVEMENT VOCABULARY
	DEFINITION

	GESTURES
	Using your hands to communicate emotion

	POSTURE
	How straight up or hunched over you stand

	BODY LANGUAGE
	How you position your body to show your feelings

	EYE CONTACT
	Using your eyes to intimidate/show fear/lack of confidence

	FACIAL EXPRESSIONS
	Using your face to communicate emotion

	GAIT
	The way in which you walk/move


TASK:  Think about the character you are portraying in the Melodrama play.  Using the structure below, write out two examples of voice and movement that are appropriate to your character.
I will use an aggressive tone to show that I am the villain and very mean.
I will use an upright posture with my head held high to show I have high status.

	1.



	2.



	3.



	4,




