Othello – Act 2 knowledge organiser
Plot
· The characters arrive on Cyprus during a storm.
· The Turks have surrendered so the military threat is past.
· Iago continues with his plan; he tells Roderigo to make Cassio angry.
· At a party, Iago gets Cassio drunk and he is involved in a fight and is sacked by Othello.
· Iago advises Cassio to appeal to Desdemona. He will ensure Othello sees this and suspects adultery.
Iago’s character  
· Misogynistic – he seems to associate women with sex and not much else. Ironically, when he openly expresses his disgusting opinions, Desdemona thinks he is joking.
· Manipulative and clever – we again see Iago thinking on his feet, adapting his plan as events unfold. He is able to use both a person’s virtues and weaknesses against him.
Othello’s character

· Well respected
· In control
· Tender and loving with his wife
· Protective of her
Cassio’s character
Cassio is handsome, charming, and charismatic. If Cassio was not a potentially appealing lover, the idea that Desdemona was having an affair with him would be much less plausible, and Iago’s plan would be harder to pull off. In addition to his innate appeal, Cassio’s behavior to women unwittingly endangers both himself and Desdemona
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Desdemona’s character
Clever and mischevious – see her banter with Iago.
In love with her husband.

Literary techniques
· Soliloquy                                        
· Dramatic irony – see extended commentary on Iago’s conversation with Desdemona
· Iago’s asides
· Iago’s crude language 
· Setting – pathetic fallacy

Themes
Reason/restraint vs passion
Appearance vs reality
Key quotations

“The man commands like a full soldier”
“He hath achieved a maid that paragons description and wild fame.”
“With as little a web as this will I ensnare as great a fly as Cassio.”
“Oh my soul’s joy! “
“I cannot speak enough of this content. 
It stops me here. It is too much of joy.”
“The Moor, howbeit that I endure him not,
Is of a constant, loving, noble nature.”

