HIGHER DRAMA
SECTION 3 SUPPORT

It is up to you to decide how you feel most comfortable writing out your essay – try both and see what works best for you.  Look at the exemplar questions overleaf and choose a question to answer ONE PARAGRAPH worth 4 marks (i.e one Acting/one Design)

Themes and Issues Paragraph.

(Ok, so you can write the paragraph in the more conventional way e.g. describe how directing/design helped to highlight the theme/issue [italics] and then make some evaluative comment on the impact that had on you [bold]

Another important theme in the play was that of ‘Revenge’.    When Viktor Frankenstein reneged on his promise to build The Creature a wife, The Creature takes revenge and kills his closest friend Henry Clerval.  Becky Minto chose Acrylic panels that were semi-transparent for the creature to murder Henry behind.  The audience could see his body being dragged down the panel whilst being accompanied by a high piercing sound effect.  Using the panels and the sound effect was extremely effective.  

The loud sound effect shocked the audience, as before this there was relative silence.  In addition, the panels helped to obscure enough of the murder to allow the audience to imagine for themselves how gruesome Henry’s death was and make this moment more impactful as he is thrown against the panel and dragged to the floor.  Something that would have been difficult to do if the action had taken place in plain sight. 

Genre of Horror Paragraph

[OR you can do it the other way around e.g. say the impact it had on you [italics] and then say how the director/designer did it [bold]

As an audience member, another moment of horror was created during the creation of The Creature scene.  As I already knew the plot of the play (along with all my classmates), we knew that The Creature was coming, along with all of his imperfections.  During this moment we were anxious as to how this would unfold.  The longer this creation process went on, the more our anxiety built helping to add to our ‘enjoyment’ of the scene.  

It was through effective use of Sound, Lighting and Staging that helped to create this anxiety in the audience.  Sound effects of electrical noises filled the auditorium as VF connected LED cables to the inverted tree that symbolised what Becky Minto described as ‘The Birthing Chamber’.   As more and more cables were connected, sudden pulses of loud sound and dimmed lighting alarmed the audience highlighting the genre.  




[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 3 – PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS – 20 MARKS
ATTEMPT ONE QUESTION
In this section you are asked to give a performance analysis of a theatrical performance that you have seen live or recorded. The theatrical performance must have been presented in the past two years. You are asked to think about individual aspects of a production.
The play you select for this performance analysis must be different from your selected text in Sections 1 and 2.
You must state the name of the performance in the introduction to your response.
8. Consider the themes and/or issues in a performance of a play you have seen recently.
Now select two production areas from the list below
· Choice and use of performance space
· Director’s intentions and effectiveness
· Acting and development of characters
· Design concepts and their effectiveness.
In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two selected production areas helped to create the different themes and/or issues within the play and enhanced your appreciation of the performance. You must give equal weighting to your two chosen production roles.
9. Consider the genre of a play you have seen recently.
Now select two production areas from the list below
· Choice and use of performance space
· Director’s intentions and effectiveness
· Acting and development of characters
· Design concepts and their effectiveness.
In your analysis, identify and explain in detail the ways in which your two selected production areas helped to highlight this genre within the play and enhanced your appreciation of the performance. You must give equal weighting to your two chosen production roles.
